
 
Visit to Usa Japan October 2016 
 
Our club is planning a visit to our Friendship Club in Japan, Rotary Club of 
Usa, in October next year. This is to re-sign our friendship agreement and to 
celebrate their club's 50th anniversary.  
The ceremony itself and the following festive dinner will be worth the trip on its 
own but Emiko has prepared an itinerary for those who wish to take this 
opportunity to get to know Japan in more depth. 
Usa is a provincial city set in very rich farmland on the North East coast of 
Kyushu. The Usa Shrine has a 1200-year history and is the head Shrine for 
one of the biggest sects of Shinto in Japan. Nearby Beppu has spectacular hot 
springs and geysers, so there is plenty to see in Usa. 
Early in the trip we meet with friends from a UNESCO branch in Mito who 
some of you will have met on our last trip. Mito is also a rich farming area that 
has become a provincial hub.  
We include Tokyo, Kyoto and Hiroshima in an un-rushed itinerary that gives 
you time to experience the cultural assets as well as shops and restaurants.  
This is not a commercial package tour but a recommended itinerary including 
the flights that Emiko and I will be taking. We can make recommendations for 
hotels and will try to organize group bookings where possible. Members are 
free to book flights as they wish and to join us for the latter part of the trip if 
time is at a premium. 
October is a very popular time for internal travel by Japanese as well as big 
groups from overseas. The weather is normally mild and warm with autumn 
leaves appearing in the cooler regions. Some hotels are already block booked 
by tour wholesalers and most will not release rooms to private travelers more 
than 6 months in advance.   
We prefer to limit this trip to 20 people to keep travel arrangements 
manageable, with first preference to club members and partners. Once we 
know how many members are likely to go we can open invitations to friends 
and members of our mother and daughter clubs, some of whom have already 
expressed interest. 
It may seem a long way off, but we need to know soon who is interested to go 
so we can progress with accommodation plans.  
At this early stage, I suggest to work on a budget within Japan of about $2500 
per person for the whole trip. Airfares will be extra and can vary from under 
$1000 return with Jetstar to whatever you wish to spend. Singapore Airlines 
economy is about $1150 return. The Japan portion is based on hotels close to 
stations and includes rail pass costs and all meal costs with modest drinks. 
Emiko, Di and I have just returned from Japan and managed to enjoy 
ourselves on a similar budget. Final costs will depend on the hotels we are 
able to get once we know our numbers and room preferences.  
In Usa there will be two hotel choices. Emiko and I will be staying at a Hot 
Spring Hotel, next to the hall where the ceremony is likely to be held. The 
rooms have twin beds and small sitting area as well as a tatami room, which 
can be set up with futon if you wish to try. These rooms have a toilet and 
washbasin, but bathing is in a large communal hot spring bath complex 
(segregated) within the Ryokan. This is the ultimate Japanese experience 
enjoyed by our members who stayed there last time. The alternative is to stay 
at the Riverside Hotel, which offers conventional ensuite double or twin rooms 
and is about 2 km from the Ryokan. 



In other cities we will use hotels that have small but comfortable and clean 
rooms with compact ensuite bathrooms.  
In Japan single rooms are often with only one single bed at half the price of a 
double or twin room, so single options still cost about the same per person.  
Please email Emiko soon if you are considering to go, include room 
preferences, double, twin or single and dates you wish to join. 
 

   emiko-m@bigpond.net.au 
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